
The ScientistThe Scientist
The harsh click-clack sounds of her heels were a 
familiar fanfare announcing her arrival. As she strode 
in, it felt as though she filled the room: her posture 
was like a statue of a Greek god. Her white coat was 
pristine, without a speck of dust and her lanyard 
hung importantly from her long neck. Not a hair was 
out of place in her sleek bun, which was held up with 
a pencil. In her strong arms, she carried a scarlet 
wicker basket; usually, she carried a box of laboratory 
equipment. A playful smile hinted at the corners of 
her mouth, which was normally serious. Her emerald 
eyes shone as her velvet voice rang out, “Excellent, I’m 
glad you’re here.”
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Questions
1.	 Read the first sentence. Which word suggests the 

author knows the scientist already? 

�  

2.	 Number these descriptions from 1-3 to show the 
order that they appear in the text. 

   Her hair was in a sleek bun. 

   Her eyes were emerald green. 

   She was wearing a white coat. 

3.	 What is holding up the scientist’s hair? 

�  

4.	 What makes you think that the scientist is excited 
about the contents of the wicker basket? 

�  

�
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Answers
1.	 Read the first sentence. Which word suggests the 

author knows the scientist already? 
familiar 

2.	 Number these descriptions from 1-3 to show the 
order that they appear in the text. 

2    Her hair was in a sleek bun. 
3    Her eyes were emerald green. 
1    She was wearing a white coat. 

3.	 What is holding up the scientist’s hair? 
A pencil was holding up the scientist’s hair.  

4.	 What makes you think that the scientist is excited 
about the contents of the wicker basket? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: The scientist 
has the hint of a playful smile and her eyes 
are shining, which both suggest she is excited 
about the contents of the wicker basket. 
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